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City of Pleasant Valley

Tuesday, September 15, 2020
COUNCIL MEETING 7:00 PM*

Special COVID-19 Notice:  The City of Pleasant Valley is holding live meetings.  Face coverings, social distancing and all other current recommended/required safety measures are being actively employed to help protect our community from the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  See guidelines by CDC atcdc.gov and State of West Virginia West Virginia atwv.gov.
PREAMBLE
City of Pleasant Valley, WV

· Agenda Information:  Posting times for meeting agendas will be – three (3) business days for before regular meetings; two (2) business days before special meetings; and, as soon as practicable for emergency meetings.  Meeting notices will typically be affixed to a prominent location at the city municipal building and may be shared on other public boards, such as at the local post office and in some cases, notices may be printed in the local newspaper, the Times West Virginian and to other media communications as reasonable.
· Common Meeting Types:  Organizational; regular; special or emergency; work sessions; public hearings; executive sessions; and project status updates.  Meetings of all public bodies, which typically require a quorum to conduct official business and to vote must be open to the public unless a specific statutory exception applies.  The agenda will routinely include (1) a call to order; (2) action on minutes of previous meetings; (3) reports from boards, commissions, and committees or other officials; (4) old or unfinished business; (5) ordinance activity with first, second and final readings; (6) resolutions; (7) new business; (8) miscellaneous business; (9) comments from the public; and, (10) a closing/adjournment.  Basic Parliamentary Procedure and Robert’s Rules of Order is a set of rules generally followed for conduct at regular meetings and will be in combination with appropriate city charter procedure.
· Meeting Notices:  The City of Pleasant Valley will strive to maintain fixed schedule for regular meetings, such as the third Tuesday of each month.  To comply with meeting notice requirements of the Open Governmental Meetings/Proceedings Act, the city will post notice of regular meetings for the coming year that will include the date, time, and place, and will keep such notices posted throughout the year.
· Meeting Minutes:  The Open Governmental Meetings/Proceedings Act requires preparation of written minutes.  Minutes for all meetings, except executive sessions, must be available to the public within a reasonable time after the meeting and will include: date, time and place of meeting; name of each member of the governing body representatives present and absent; all motions, proposals, resolutions, orders, ordinances and measures proposed, with the name of the person(s) proposing the item and the item’s disposition; results of all votes, including, if taken, any roll call vote and citing each member by name.  Code of conduct established by the West Virginia Governmental Ethics Act applies to all public servants, including those employees who are elected, appointed or hired to service state, county, or municipal governments and their respective departments, agencies, boards and commissions.
· Registering to Speak:  The public may register to speak at any public meeting by calling 304-363-2400 or emailing: cityclerkpvalley@gmail.com.  Speaking time limits are set to five (5) minutes.
· Written Comments:  Any member of the public can send comments to any agenda and meeting minute item to cityclerkpvalley@gmail.com



M I N U T E S
City of Pleasant Valley
Tuesday, September 15, 2020
COUNCIL MEEING 7:00 PM*

Council Meeting Agenda
· Opening Remarks
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Call to Order
· Roll Call
· Review & Approval of Minutes
· August 18, 2020 – Work Session
· August 18, 2020 – Council Meeting
· Financial Report – August 2020
· VVFD Report

Special Funding Requests
1. East Fairmont High School Senior Fund - $3,000  		Emily Haddix
2. Celebration of Lights Fund - $2,000  		Emily Haddix

Council Business Review
· City Clerk Introduction  		Sherry Roof
· Building Commission  		Emily Haddix
· Fall City Clean-Up Event / Smallwood Sanitation Bid  		Emily Haddix
· Recreational Complex - Update  		Chip Phillips
· City Athletic Fields - Enhancements and Maintenance  		Emily Haddix
· Road Improvements - Update  		Chip Phillips
· Annexation - Update  		John Funkhouser
· Drainage, Flooding, and Other Road Work  		Emily Haddix
· Code Enforcement Report  		John Miller
· Council Comments
· Citizen Concerns
· Adjournment

* Next Work Session is at 5:30 pm Tuesday, October 20, 2020; regular Council Meeting at 7:00 pm


OPENING REMARKS:  At 7:00 pm, Mayor Emily Haddix, welcomed Council and community to the City of Pleasant Valley September Council Meeting and provided a reading (overview) and presentation of the agenda as posted.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Mayor Haddix.

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Haddix called meeting to official order.

ROLL CALL:  Council members present - Ed Aberegg; Emily Haddix; Erin Henderson; Chuck Ledsome; Chip Phillips; Gary Timms; and Mike Walls.  City Attorney, John Funkhouser and City Clerk, Sherry Roof both also present.  City Absent:  Code Enforcement Officer, John Miller.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from August 18, 2020 Work Session and August 18, 2020 Council Meeting were presented by Mayor Haddix, reviewed by all and approved as drafted with one correction to Council minutes previously noted and incorporated into present copy.  Mayor Haddix requested motion to approve.

· Gary Timms motioned to approve both minutes as presented; Chuck Ledsome seconded; all approved.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  August 2020 City of Pleasant Valley Financial Report was presented by Mayor Haddix, reviewed by all and approved as drafted.  Mayor Haddix requested motion to approve.

· Gary Timms motioned to approve as presented; Mike Walls seconded; all approved.

VVFD (VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT) REPORT:  Fire Department representative, Dave, presented a brief business summary and broke down service call types by the department for a total of 99 responses in August.

Special Funding Requests:

1. East Fairmont High School Senior Fund - $3,000  		Emily Haddix

Nicole Garrett, citizen and parent representative from East Fairmont High submitted a special funding request on behalf of the 2020/21 senior class.  This first-time funding request is due to parent, student and community inability to host regular and customary fundraising activities on behalf of students, parents and school group due to the COVID pandemic.  The special funds would help support varying senior events, such as the year-end class breakfast.  Council reviewed details of the request and discussed that a request of this type would be appropriately funded from the general fund as a donation.  Council reminded that according to our by-laws, special funding requests can be presented and reviewed quarterly.  A general financial meeting is held annually each February where any funding requests not acted upon quarterly can be presented and discussed.  Council discussed how the special challenges and needs of this pandemic period are unique, also expressing an on-going desire to support our local schools.  All agreed this request was according to the by-laws and should be funded as a donation out of the general account.  Mayor Haddix asked for a motion to approve the full $3,000.

· Gary Timms motioned to approve $3,000 as presented; Mike Walls seconded; all approved.

2. Celebration of Lights Fund - $2,000  		Emily Haddix

While the Celebration of Lights event is technically outside of our city limits, Morris Park, where the event has been held each year boarders and is largely surrounded by our city boundaries.  Council reminded that we have a history of supporting various activities within the park, including the Celebration of Lights annual holiday event.  Council discussed and agreed the celebration is a good for our city and its greater local area.  While we typically defer to the Marion County Visitor Bureau to review and handle any requests for funding events outside our city limits, as discussed, the City of Pleasant Valley does have a long history of contributing funds towards this particular event as with others where the mutual benefits are obvious, and our contribution is good for the greater community.  Chip Phillips and Erin Henderson led more discussion in favor of working to grow and expand events and celebrations that help foster the spirit of the community.  Mayor Haddix and other Council agreed to help foster a robust initiative aimed at helping build and grow community events as a way of creating healthy community awareness.  Mayor Haddix asked for a motion to approve the full $2,000 requested

· Chuck Ledsome motioned to approve $2,000 as presented; Mike Walls seconded; all approved.

COUNCIL BUSINESS REVIEW:

City Clerk Introduction – Sherry Roof

· Emily Haddix introduced newly appointed City Clerk, Sherry Roof by providing a brief overview of her background with a brief discussion of anticipated regular services as well as new initiatives.  Mayor Haddix also announced that Ms. Roof would be applying to serve as a Notary Public for the city and that should be approved within the next couple of months.

Building Commission

· Erin Henderson opened a discussion with a request to review criteria, including by-laws, on the number of required seats (members) to our city boards, commissions, and committees.  Attorney John Funkhouser confirmed we can appoint anywhere from five to 15 members.  Removal procedures were also discussed as there have been concerns over inactive members causing an inability to reach quorums.  Mayor Haddix recommended an initiative to have all boards and council membership mirror each other.
· Mayor Haddix announced formation of a new Building Commission Board as another resource and citizen community tool in helping to review and manage key building initiatives.  Mayor Haddix and Council are seeking appointee recommendations.  Applications may be obtained by contacting the City Clerk at: 608-335-9875; cityclerkpvalley@gmail.com; or stop in an pick up a paper copy at the city municipal building between the hours of 10 am – 2 pm Monday thru Friday, 2340 Kingmont Rd.

Fall City Clean-up Event/Smallwood Sanitation Bid

· Council settled on the first Wednesday in October as the first ever fall city-wide clean-up event; citizens in all Pleasant Valley communities will be instructed to have items placed curbside on Tuesday evening.  An expanded discussion specific to planning and the contract are detailed in Work Session minutes.

· Chuck Ledsome motioned to approve $2,000 as presented; Gary Timms seconded; all approved.

Recreational Complex – Update

· Chip Phillips announced that Stickley’s holds the contract for the new basketball court and as part of the continuing complex enhancement project; they’ve also agreed to finish paving the walking trail as part of the contract.  Bid for the basketball court and completion of the walking trail (to include paving) is under $25,000; as such, no additional bids are necessary.  The Green River Group contract as well as any pending change order activity has been canceled.  Council had a brief discussion regarding contract language and negotiation processes with all agreeing that anyone engaged in future contract negotiations with new or existing vendors should include clear and distinct completion of work deadlines, a complete itemized list of materials and related details, and penalties for failure to meet any contract provisions.

City Athletic Fields – Enhancements and Maintenance

· Council continued discussion regarding status of the paving project for the walking trail around the city municipal park and difficulties with previous vendor(s).  Chip Phillips also reported speaking with Parks & Rec regarding need for additional soil and sand to repair holes and bare spots on the athletic fields.
· Mayor Haddix continued discussion with additional details over long-term maintenance and more enhancements, such as better access to water for irrigation purposes.  She has contacted Tri-City to recommend a sustainable plan that may require adding an additional water source (tap) to help alleviate any water pressure issues.  Hotel/Motel funding could be used.  Discussion continued to include a number of other enhancements deemed necessary, such as more and higher fencing behind the back-stop for safety; more and higher netting or additional fencing for safety; repairs to current netting; and other miscellaneous fixes and/or enhancements.

Road Improvements, Drainage, Flooding, and Other Road Work – Update

· Mayor Haddix opened by summarizing that a lot of good discussion over current activities and progress were discussed in the Council Work Session meeting of September 8 for which the minutes should reflect in summary.
· Chip Phillips opened with just a comment rather, thanking the C W Stickley Inc for some good work they’ve done recently in fixing some road related drainage issues.
· Mike Walls opened update discussion with an overview on where we were at regarding the Brick Hill Road issues.  Chip Phillips and Ed Aberegg are both working on various aspects of the repair and enhancement efforts.  Chip Phillips reported the State has committed to visiting the site and to working together with us in finding a good solution to some of the runoff and drainage issues in this area.  The State is committed to making this issue a priority and will schedule time with us for an initial review within the next couple of days.  Ed Aberegg put together an estimate of $18,200 for a complete repair job with the emphasis being in focusing on the intersection and ensuring proper depth to the ditch.  The draft proposal split the job into two basic categories, one for immediate relief, see outline under Project “A” as a first step.  Earle Construction has been contacted as a resource to determining source of water problem(s), to which up they’ve already done a preliminary review to suggest that groundwater was likely a key source of the problem.  Councilperson Aberegg suggested a concern of the timeline because impending seasonal issues.  After some continued discussion over details, suggestions, possibilities and agreement for continued collaboration efforts, Mayor Haddix asked for a motion to approve just the funding as estimated to initiate the “Locate source for water” and to “Repair or divert water” steps outlined as part of Project “A” in the proposal presented by Ed Aberegg’s Scope of Project draft.

· Mike Walls motioned to approve $2,000 to locate the source for water and another $2,000 to repair and divert water; Ed Aberegg seconded; all approved.

· Gary Timms and Ed Aberegg requested a review of ordinances by Attorney Funkhouser to confirm rights and responsibilities and limits of the city for state highway work and maintenance.  Additional questions might be to look at the responsibilities and limitations specific to private property owner responsibility.
· Chuck Ledsome and Ed Aberegg suggested a need to review the entire list of on-going/outstanding issues to better prioritize.
· Chuck Ledsome reminded council of some ongoing concerns in front of a church in his district and said he would be providing some additional details.
· Emily Haddix opened a new more general discussion point reiterating our ongoing regular and routine work to continue for patching all roads, and put out a reminder to the Council and citizens to notify us of any special problems or unique issues.
· Chip Phillips discussed some potential city owned equipment ideas for helping with regular and more routine road maintenance issues.  The Council has had on-going discussions over the possibility of adding a regular maintenance component to city services.
· Emily Haddix closed the road update discussion with a reminder about the new key initiative of creating a current inventory and making a priority list for the “gravel to payment” road improvement project.

Annexation – Update

· Attorney John Funkhouser reported no new updates.

Code Enforcement Report

· John Miller, City of Pleasant Valley Code Enforcement officer was unable to attend.  Mayor Haddix spoke of several local complaint issues that Mr. Miller has been responding to as open cases and currently in a process to resolve as well as a rather high number of recent permit activity from citizens interested in expanding or improving their properties.  Mayor Haddix also briefed on the progress of several new housing development projects already underway and the need to create a more streamlined addressing system.

Council Comments

· Council wrapped up session on a positive note, thanking one another for solid collaboration efforts, new initiatives, and personal enthusiasm for serving the citizens of Pleasant Valley.  Closing comments from Mike Walls reiterated a priority to resolving the drainage/runoff issues on-going in the Brick Hill Road area.
· Mayor Haddix made mention of some good maintenance and work being done in the Millersville area.  She also reiterated a new enthusiasm throughout the community for building and growing a cohesiveness through fostering more special events, an idea of creating a city “branding” of sorts, growing more social media opportunity as well as having direct access to city Council and customary business communication tools.  She reiterated support to our local schools and other community support organizations, and closed by summarizing a continuing emphasis on road improvements and maintenance, to include the new and key “gravel to payment” road improvement initiative.

Citizen Concerns

· Citizen members signing the attendance record included:  Mike Butler, Michael R. Butler, Rebecca Polis, Ruth Kramer; Donna Swisher; Judy Brooks, Dixie Sorenson, D. Shield, Joey Garcia, and Mona Aberegg.
· Citizens in attendance asked for an overview on how our Facebook-community site operates.  Mayor Haddix addressed the question with the types of information that might be found there and provided a brief overview of the other communication tools already in place or being conceptualized on behalf of the citizens of the City of Pleasant Valley.
· Citizens concerned about some recent local incidents requested a review of Sheriff service for our city and what could be expected.  Some Council responded with a suggestion to invite a representative from Marion County Sheriff Department to be a guest speaker at a future Council meeting.
· Joey Garcia, candidate for House of Delegates, 50th District in Marion County, took the floor to introduce himself briefly and invited citizens to learn more about his values and ideas he’s running for by visiting https://www.joeygarciawv.com/; for a quick overview of his platform, visit this page: https://www.joeygarciawv.com/platform.
· Rebecca Polis, candidate for US Senate District 13 took the floor to introduce herself briefly and invited citizens to learn more about her values; her platform and ideas she’s running for by visiting https://polisforwvsenate.com/about-rebecca/.
· No other citizen business.

OTHER BUSINESS:  Council members suggested a public announcement regarding the appointment of a Deputy Mayor, to which Mayor Haddix confirmed that we appointed Chip Phillips to continue serving in the Deputy role, to which Councilperson Phillips accepted.  No immediate thoughts on appointing a Treasurer at this time.

ADJOURNMENT:  At 8:14 pm, Mayor Haddix called for motion to adjourn; Ed Aberegg made the motion; Gary Timms seconded.  Mayor Haddix closed the meeting by thanking everyone for their participation and efforts.

NEXT COUNCIL WORK SESSION/COUNCIL MEETING:  Tuesday, October 20, 2020 – Beginning at 5:30 pm for Work Session/7:00 pm Council Meeting.
Emily Haddix – Mayor	Page 4 of 7
image1.png




